o ELLON HILLWALKING CLUB

Newsletter July 2010

Secretary: Alan Murray, 7 Earlspark Avenue, Bieldside, Aberdeen, AB15 9BU. Tel: 01224 869896 email: aa.murray@btinternet.com

Programme:

Monday 12" July 2010

Hill of Barrai Evening Walk

Meet at Community Centre Car Park 19:00

Sunday 18™ July 2010

Derry Cairngorm

Focal Pt Malcolm Leach (01358 723314)
Community Centre Car Park 07:00

Derry Cairngorm OS Map Number 43

Mike Taylor

At 1155m Derry Cairngorm is number 20 in the top twenty
Munros. The mountain used to be called An Carn Gorm, the blue
hill, along with many other Scottish hills. It became known as
Carn Gorm an Doire particularly to distinguish it frahe Cairn
Gorm, the4,000 footer not far away. Doiregrove or thicket
represents the name of the beautiful wooded glen out of which
rises Derry Caingorm. Doire moved from suffix to prefix and
became Derry, hence Derry Cairngorm (Drummond,1991).

The first recorded ascewf the mountain was in 1830 by one
William MacGillivray (Mitchell, 1998). He was professor of
Natural History at Aberdeen University in the 1840s and
established the Natural History museum there. He apparently
thought nothing of walking from Aberdeen todPewe to catch a
boat to Harris, where he had been brought up. His interest was
really the flora and fauna but from his writings it would appear
that he climbed most of the Cairngorm hills. He climbed Derry
Cairngorm on a return from Macdui to Braeran the dark!

We intend to climb the mountain in daylight which there should
be plenty of in July! The walk will start at the Linn of Dee car
park, thence for 5km along the track to Derry Lodge. The
summit of Derry Cairngorm is only another 5 km away via Carn
Crom and Little Cairngorm but does include 750 m of ascent.
This is likely to take 3 hours from the car park. Recommended
viewpoints on the way up (Watson,1975) are looking into Coire
na Saobhaidhe (corrie of t he
Coire an lochan Uaine (corrie of the green lochan) from the east
side of the summit cone of Derry Cairngorm.

The return could be made by retracing our steps or more
interestingly, but 10 km rather than

5 km to Derry Lodge, via the spectacular Coire Etchachan and
Glen Derry.

This is a reasonably hard walk so is really only suitable for
members of the club who are 6
feel that they are in this category but are interested in a day out
could spend a very pleasant day walking up to Dengde and
then up Glen Derry the Lairig an Laoigh path for as far as
they feel comfortable. A walk such as this would be suitable for
any reasonably fit member of the club.

If you are interested in taking part in this walk please let
Malcolm Leach (0138 723314) know by Thursday 15 July.
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Forthcoming Events

Mount ains

Aug 9" Evening Walki Brimmond Hill
Aug 158" Ben Wyvis

Sep 14 Devil s Point
Oct 17" Morrone

Oct 30/3f'  Bunkhouse Weekend

Befor

Ben Aban and the Fairy
Gordon Spence
Ingrid andl arrived at theKeiloch car park at 6pm on a sunny
Saturday eveningput on boots and heapacks and set dffor
the Fairy Glen. Not five minutes into the walk we spotted an
unusual cloud formation or was it@WO? After a pleasantwo
hour walk we arrived at th&airy Glen put up the tents and
prepared some suppefter a glass or wo of wine we went to
bed for a good night sleep in preparation for a big day on
Sunday
After breakfast with the midgies we sef &r Beinn aBhuird at
8.30 1 headingup throughGleannan &-Slugain towardsthe
ridge that runs between thed tops After a hot couple of hours
we reached the plateau and sdtfof the North toponce there
we had a quick bite to eat and to take in tfeswthenheaded for
the Sneck reflecting thabavigation in mist or a white out would
be quite a challeng®n reaching th&neck we set i up the last
climb of the dayreachingBen Avon five hours after leaving the
tents After climbing up one of the tors we sat down to have our
lunch
While sitting therewe could see a group of four coming towards
us - it turned out to be the four members who reetted to
cycle in as far as they could @unday morning hence saving a
bit of time After catching up on how each otfeeday had been
we left them to have tlirelunch andwalkeddown to pack up the
tents Once that was done it was just the matter of the 8kch ba
e $he car W had jyst rejainedrthe ttagkrwhen tikers eaught n d
up with us Someone suggested giving us a backie ibuwas
decided the tyres wouldrtake the weightSo we let them carry
on andagreed wewvould maybe see them later for a drifilhe
last 3km seemed to take a long time but we arrived back at the
car a little more than 24 hours after we left iexhausted but
happy to have had such gree¢ekend withfine weather and on
such wonderful mountairAfter changing it was 6 to thelnver
mdon & drigkjapdto eafch wp withTthe bikees and redect @ what o

had been a great day.

Pictures: Gordon Spence
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